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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN RUGBY CENTRE 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.12 am]: On 14 July I had the great 
pleasure, along with the Premier, to attend the official opening of the Western Australian Rugby Centre at the 
outstanding sporting precinct, AK Reserve. RugbyWA and the Western Force have done an extraordinary job 
growing the code in Western Australia, and I expect that this facility, along with the $95 million upgrade 
announced to nib Stadium, will deliver a terrific dividend for the sport they say is played in heaven. Successive 
state governments have made a significant commitment to the development of the high-performance precinct at 
AK Reserve. In addition to Challenge Stadium and the UWA Sport and Research Park, this precinct now boasts 
the new rugby facility alongside the state athletics centre and the WA Basketball Centre. This, combined with 
the $2 million commitment in the last state budget to the planning for a new facility for the Western Australian 
Institute of Sport, underlines the Liberal–National government’s commitment to supporting high-performance 
pathways for talented local athletes. I also note that this project, which was budgeted at $20 million, was actually 
delivered for $17 million, so I congratulate all involved. I encourage all members to take the opportunity to visit 
this facility—it really does need to be seen to be believed.  

While the completion of the rugby administration centre for RugbyWA and the Western Force, as well as indoor 
training facilities, a gymnasium and change rooms, gives rugby a great kick-start, the state government is also 
committed to the development of WAIS and to the opening up of opportunities for people with disabilities at all 
levels of sport. As such, RugbyWA will also host the rehabilitation programs of WAIS’s disabled athletes in this 
new building while the institute’s new facility is developed.  

Like its new neighbours the athletics and basketball facilities, the WA Rugby Centre is environmentally friendly, 
incorporating photovoltaic cells for power generation, solar passive design and low-energy lighting. I am sure all 
members acknowledge the importance of the state government supporting these design principles. 
Congratulations go to the staff at the Department of Sport and Recreation and Building Management and Works, 
whose expertise has allowed this facility to come in within scope and well under budget. I look forward to 
updating the house on the progress of other significant infrastructure projects within the sport and recreation 
portfolio.  
 


